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INTRODUCING And Also Sharks

From the cat lady who understands more about friendship than 
the most social and friendly woman at work, to a shoplifter who  
decides to take someone else’s child after returning home from her 
vacation, to a woman’s nervous interactions with the plant lady at 
her office whose name she just can’t remember, And Also Sharks  
features snippets of the day-to-day lives of the strange, unique, 
and socially awkward people of the world.

IMPORTANT THEMES

Romantic relationships
A running theme in the collection is romantic relationship as a source of conflict. One couple finds 
themselves losing the spark. Another must decide whether or not having children is the right thing to 
do. Yet another relationship ends, but both parties are forced to continue interacting with each other in 
public. Michael uses his ex-girlfriend as a contact to get into an auto show. Stu spies on his co-worker’s 
wife, who he finds far more appealing than the woman he has chosen to marry.

Role models
Who is worth looking up to is a common issue among many of the characters in And Also Sharks. Many 
of the so-called role models who appear perfect but are actually horrible people underneath, whereas 
those who do not seem all that remarkable are actually the good people deep down. For example: 
Sherry may seem like the friendliest, most kind-hearted member of the office, but she doesn’t realize 
that her attempts at making Wendy feel better are only upsetting her. Dean looks up to Michael for  
following his dreams, but quickly realizes that his forceful nature can lead to trouble. 

Relationship with nature
The relationship characters have with animals and plants has a large impact on their lives. Eunice 
is far more concerned with her sick cat, Johnny, than she is about human interaction ― yet it is her 
relationship with her cat that allows her to relate to people. Mandy comes to dread interactions with 
the woman who cares for the plants around her office, as they are always extremely awkward. A 
man who doesn’t really care about flowers becomes an extremley talented florist, leading him to  
prepare bouquets for a cancer survivor. 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. Do you think Sherry’s attempts at helping Wendy 
were well-intentioned, or were they for the sake of 
her own popularity?

2. What does Coconut represent for Shelley?

3. Why was Frank not angrier about Stu’s obvious 
interest in his wife?

4. What do you think is so important about Nicole 
Kidman to Tammy, and why doesn’t she want to 
share it with anyone else?

5. How do the different greeting cards in “Our 
Many-Splendoured Humanity” reflect the relation-
ships between the various characters?

6. Do you think Deano really believed in his dream 
of being a Healing Artist, or did he always know it 
was futile from the start?

7.  Does Gerald truly belong in the theatre world? 
Will he ever?
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